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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of 

ECKHARD KONIG 

Serial No.: 09/980,854 

Filed: December 7, 2001 

For: METHOD FOR PRODUCING A FLAT 
COMMUTATOR (Amended) 



PATENT 



Art Unit: 3729 



Examiner: T. D. Phan 



SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSE 



Mail Stop AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Supplementing the previously filed Amendment responsive to the November 14, 2003 
Office Action, Applicant submits the following comments. 

In addition to the previously submitted remarks and arguments, in the Gerlach patent, any 
metal which is cut, if any, and then coated with a protection layer would be coated in a traditional 
manner for such metals involving a current disposition. Such current disposition according to the 
conventional way of depositing metal is commonly referred to as electroplating, as described for 
example in U.S. Patent No. 6,080,497 to Carey (see particularly column 22, line 19). Electroplating 
is a process of coating metal by means of an electric current. Thus, any suggestion of a coating of 



the cut surfaces would be by a current disposition and not a currentless disposition as recited in the 
present claimed invention. 

The present claimed invention goes against conventional methods by using a currentless 
disposition, as opposed to a current disposition, for these particular surfaces of the segment support 
parts exposed by separation of the segment support parts. Coating these surfaces by electroplating 
was found to produce poor results. Surprisingly, using a currentless disposition resulted in good 
coverage and good protection of the surfaces exposed by separation of the support parts. Such 
currentless disposition has no external current or voltage source, with the part surfaces being coated 
only by being placed in a solution or suspension comprising the substance forming the coating 
material. Since currentless disposition is more expensive than electroplating, the Gerlach patent in 
fact teaches away from the use of such currentless disposition. 

For the reasons presented above and those presented previously, claims 1 1-18 are allowable. 
Prompt and favorable action is solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 





Mark S. Bicks 
Reg. No. 28,770 



Roylance, Abrams, Berdo & Goodman, L.L.P. 
1300 19th Street, N.W., Suite 600 
Washington, D.C 20036 
(202) 659-9076 
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